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less definite one for treatment. It is said, for example, that in the fossil rocks we have only such scanty and fragmentary records, that it is not 'possible to draw a complete inference, and that there Is always the possibility of fresh discoveries being made. Such discoveries have, it is asserted, already been made in the miocene and again in later rocks; different species of an early form of horse which are (and' this we may admit) the ancestral or intermediate forms of our own horse, have been foun'd. I therefore would not press the difficulty, great as it is, because of the escape which the hope of future discovery always affords. I will-take this opportunity to repeat that in this chapter I say nothing about the difficulty which arises from the introduction- of elementary reason or , Instinct, and of consciousness, Into the scale of organic being; that will more appropriately fall in with the consideration of the development of man, where naturally the difficulty occurs with its greatest force.
(i) I come at once to the great difficulty that, if all existing forms are due to the occurrence of changes that helped the creature in the struggle for existence, how is it possible now to account for forms which are not advantageous ? yet such forms are numerous. Of this objection, the existence of imperfect or neuter bees and ants is an instance. The modification in form which these creatures exhibit is of no advantage to them. It is a great advantage, no doubt, to the